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THE BENNINGHOFF ROBBERY.
e
Detection and Arrest of Three Impli-
cated Parties~—~Four Robbers Proba-
bly at Large—Farticulars of the Pur-
suait.

From the Titusville (Penn.) Herald, July 29.

The Police and the detectives have at last
been partially successful, and the Benninghoff rob-
bery, which created such an excitement in this vi-
cinity last January, is 1n a fair way to be investigated
by the courts, three persons having been arrested

' who are knowx {0 have besn connected with it al-

most beyond a doubt, The clus to the robbery was
obiained within a few days after it occurred, and on

Boadurday last threeo men implicated iu the robbery,

-named Lovuis WELDLY, GEORGE MILLER and JAKE

SHOBPPORD, wore arresied. On Monday they ware

; congeyed to Franklimand lodged in jail, WELDLY
"and SHOPPORD were secured by the officers 8t Akron,

Ohio, and MIxyLER at Smgeriown, Crawford County. |
Pour are yel at large of the five principal actors in

of having aided them. The tollowing particulars of
what happened from the time of the robbery to the
arrest of the above-named parties are from persons
scquainted. with the working up of the oase: During
a few daya previous to the robbery, Jin SzaER, Of
Sarertown, Crawford County, was heard bragging at
Meadville and Smogertown, of a speculation he was
going.into that promised to yield the greenbacks
largely.. Besides SBzGER, there were two or three
othor parties at or near Emgertown, among whom
was WELDLY, who promised their friends that they
would be flush in'a day or two, and seying at the

samo time with a very mysterious air that they had &
big speculation on hand. O! course after tha par-
ticulars of the:robbery became known,and those par-
tios wore noticed to be unusually well supphed with
tunds, suspicion was arovsed, and a watch was aet
on their movements. SZaERr, WELDLY, MILLER and
SHOPPORD were in Ssegerown during the next two or
three days after the robbery, spending money quite
freely, and having & good time generally, On the
third day SzxcER disappeared with SHOPronD, but
after being away some days thoy separated, tho lat-
ter going to Bt. Louis, and the former to parts uiu-
known. SEHoOPPORD- spreed around St. Lowms for
about a week, spending all but $800 of his portion o
tho Benninghoff fund. The $800 was in his stunk
and oune night the hotel at which he stopped was def
stroyed by fire, with the trunk and the §B00
After this loss he retumpned to his old hauuis.
WELDLY staid at Bmgertown for a week or two, of-

He then went to Akron, Ohio, where he purchased

bursing money quite lavishly, and livingin very
comfortable style., He stayed at Akron most of the
tine, and was, 1t is said, naving a good timo in his
distillery with some booOn companions, when the !
officer appeared with the warrant for hia arrest,
MILLER, it appears, was, unlike the others, content
to get rid of his money nearer home, and stayed for
the greater part of the time in an around Meaaville
and Ssgertown.

Afier bewng arrested, WELDLY an SHOPPORD par.
tially agreed, it is regorted, to turn Statz's evidence,
and the following dewnils of the plans forv the con-
summation of the robbery have been partially ob-
tained from them by deiestives and other persons
interested: From all that oan be learned, J1m SaGER
was the origiuator and principal in the aflair, and
WELDLY was the firat assisitant. These two were ob-
served o number of times during last Fall, talking at
Smjertown with one of JOHN BENNINGHOFE'S hired
men. Itis aurmised thut they obtaiued rrom ths
hired man such 1information regardiug the situation
ot the Benninghotf residencs, the amount ot mouney |
that was kKept in it, &c.. that it induced them to form
a gang and attempt the robbery, Ioweve
this may be, certain it ig that in November or De
cember last they broached the subject to MILLER
and SHoPPORD, who agreed to take part in the snter-
prise with them. A date was fixed at which rhe at-
tempt was to be made, bat aboutr that time the two
last mentioned backed out. SAGER and WILDLY
were, 1t secems, determinod to have che handling o
the Benninghoff bonds and greenbacks, notwith-
standing the withdrawat of their contederates, After
gome consultation smong themselves thcy ithought
it expedient to secure the assistance of a prof:ssional
hand or two, and to this end thoy siarted for Pn:la-
delphia. Arriving at that place they ingratinted
themselves among the roughs and were not long in
finding tour skilled house-breakers who agreed to en-
gage in the Benninghofl speculation,

A new programnie was arranged, and SEGER, |
WELDLY and three of the professionals started tor
the scene of operstions, leaving the fourth protes-
gional in Philadelphia, on acocount ot some disagree-
ment baving taken place among them. How the
Benninghoff family were secured, and how JOHN
BENNINGHOFF was brutally beaten, the two hired
men thoroughly irightened, and the $250,000 or
$260,000 in bonds, greenbacks and speois carricd off,
are matiers that our readers are well acquainted
with., Atter the robbery a division of the spoils was
made, SEGER gotting tne lion’s share. WELDLY was
forced to be content with something like $25,000 or
€30,000. To MILLER and SHOPPORD it is tnought
SEGER gave $1,300 each ag hush money.

As soon &8 the division was made two of the pro-
fessionals siarted for Canads, and the third made for
New-York. Within a week or two atter the robbery,
the man who had been consuliedin Philadelphia and ¢
whno had been lef: there, laid what he knew betorgs,
the Police. A clue of the professionals who hgg"
siarted tor Canada was obtained by this man, a
in company with a detective staried alter thome A
some gearch they were found in Mon.rgal, whiel

while attemp:ing to arrest them, one of .a
at and wounded a policeman, They wilabath &
rested, however, and locked up, but Lga?eq ik
one of them was released through sopagftethnic
of tbe law and escuped, Wwhile tne osher was heig- ™
a charge of att:mp.ng to kil the pelipemaewhon
he had wounded. A requisition ' '
days since tor the surrcender . 9F 'LdQ-RWAEF0 148
United Stales authorities, bus’té b8 nos sransg
wheiher he is stiil held st ROPEGRR- OGP § 1
whnereabouts of SZEGER sl . ;
18 known only to vue dolORYRH: 8
interested. ‘L'he three,l_n_'__
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andg ,"“itution. Mrs. JoRN
Ex W H Ao AT Q‘ of the Association,
1;‘,? a very valuable gold
watch purch sl thiprivate contributions of

ASOKEH PP A LM
the ladies of the Agh {"' a8 a testimonial of their
appreciation of his enerBe¥a# labors in the work they
have 8o much at heart. The watch is ricaly chased,
and bears on one gide of the outer case the mono-
gram * G. 8. McW,,” and on the other, also in wono-
gram, ‘¢ 1868, The inner case has the following in-
scription:

“Presented to GEORGR 8, MCWATERS by tho members
of the Ladies’ Umon Relief association, in apprscia-
{.%gg"of nis services to the tamilies of Union soldiers.

I: is pleasing to note this handsome recognition of
the quiet energy and modest worth of Officer Mo-
WATERS, who has in many ways, and frequently dur-
ing the war and since, given remarkable evidence
of how much good work, in an humble and unpre-
tending way, is within the compass of a single indi-
vidual, impelled by a spirit of true philanthroopy.
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