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If our latest generation were to someday decide to trace the Pollard lineage back, as I have 
attempted, they would ultimately run into our ancestral “Lone Ranger”, a man who keeps popping up 
in reports…nobody is quite sure what his name was…and he mysteriously disappeared.

Rootsweb databases  (http://www.rootsweb.com) have been my best source of information regarding 
our ancestors. A rootsweb database is saved as a “GEDCOM” file, and, with the proper software, I 
can import it into my computer and merge it with my existing family data.

With a little bit of luck I can find someone else’s research that overlaps our 
family. That worked with Don Collins when we combined to identify Armina 
Collins Duffy’s mother, Lucinda Martin, wife of Israel Collins. Combining his 
data with mine, we added several generations of Collins ancestors. 

Unfortunately, that has not worked with the husband of Mary Gilstrap Pollard, 
the father of Isaac G. Pollard (right). In fact, there are  dozens of “Pollard” 
rootsweb databases, and few of them can even agree as to his real name. 

Some claim he was Joseph G. Pollard, and some claim he was Hugh Pollard.
There is also some debate over his birthplace. The census reports I have 
state that his birthplace was Virginia. Another rootsweb database I found 
stated that he was born in Massachusetts. Isaac G. Pollard doesn’t help any; on the 1900 U.S. 
Federal Census he stated that his father was born in Missouri, which we are virtually positive is not 
true.

The most reliable I have located is the file of Bob Zimmerman. Bob’s database shows: 



Bob Zimmerman’s report also provided a birth date for Joseph G. Pollard of 1818. Others have stated 
he was born in 1821. I have no documentation proving either date. 

One of the more confusing reports is this one…

This report only adds to the confusion because it shows “Jesse [b] 1858” under the “Their Children” 
category for “Hugh & Mary Gilstrap Pollard”. 

Joseph Pollard died in 1850, and Mary Gilstrap Pollard married Herod C. Johnson. Their first child 
was Jessie Columbus Johnson. However, in the Crawford County 1860 census, the census used for 

the above report, Jesse C. Johnson is listed as 
Jesse C. Pollard.  

Some historical items, like the one to the left, are difficult to 
explain. Someone gathered this information from an official 
report. This claims to have come from “U.S. and 
International Marriage Records, 1560-1900”.  

I think the answer lies in the fact that people tended to use 
a variety of names. On our Duffie side, our paternal Great 
Grandmother Mary Elizabeth McCall Beach sometimes 
listed herself as Mary and sometimes as Elizabeth. It 
became increasingly difficult to follow when I discovered 
her daughter Elizabeth Mary Beach did the same thing.

It would seem the best source of information 
would be Mary Gilstrap Pollard Johnson herself. 

However, as indicated above, she may have been living under false pretenses. Some time ago I 
began to receive information from Rick, a descendant of Herod C. & Mary Gilstrap Pollard Johnson 
who prefers to remain anonymous. He is the great grandson of Jessie Columbus Johnson. 

Because Mary Gilstrap Pollard Johnson died as a Johnson, any documentation she may have had 
regarding her life is with the Johnsons. They were able to write for records we did not know existed.

Rick has shared that information with me as it pertains to the Pollards. One report references Mary 
Gilstrap Pollard’s efforts to obtain the Civil War Pension she felt she deserved as a result of her son, 
Moses G. Pollard (Isaac G. Pollard’s brother), dying of Typhoid Fever during the war. 

Of interest is the fact that she petitioned for the pension well into the 1860s, and we know that she 
had at least one child with Herod C. Johnson as of 1858, Jessie Columbus Johnson. She makes a 
statement in the following petition that may not be true. 

Note: Source Pension Papers and Civil War Record, State of Arkansas, County of  
Washington 



On this 13th day of June A.D. 1864 personally came before the George W.M. Reid, Clerk of 
the Circuit Court within and for the County and State, aforesaid, Mary Pollard a resident of 
Washington Co in the State of Arkansas aged 41 years, who being first duly sworn according 
to law, both on her oath make the following declaration in order to obtain the benefits of the 
provisions made by the Act of Congress approved July 14th 1862: that she is the widow of 
Joseph G. Pollard and mother of Moses G. Pollard who was a Private in Company A 
commanded by Captain Joshua Dudley in the 1st Regiment of Ark Vol Cav in the war of 1861 
who died at Springfield in the State of Missouri on the 18th day of October 1862 from the 
effects of Typhoid Fever received in the service of the United States.

She further declares that her said son, upon whom she was wholly or in part dependent for 
support, having left no widow or minor child under sixteen years of age surviving, declarant 
makes this application for a pension under the above mentioned act, and  refers to the 
evidence filed herewith, and that in the proper department to establish her claim.

Her name was Mary Gilstrap. She also declares that she was married to the said Joseph G. 
Pollard, deceased, on the 17th day of  June A.D., 1843, at Putnam County in the state of 
Missouri by William Cook, a Justice of the Peace; that there is no public or private record of 
said marriage, that she cannot procure the evidence of said witnesses, but herewith forwards 
the best evidence  of said marriage which she is now able to procure.

She also declares that she has not in any way been engaged in, or aided or abetted the 
rebellion in the United States; that she is not in the receipt of a pension under the 2d Section of 
the Act, nor has she again married since the death of her son, the said Moses G. Pollard and 
that her post office address is Fayetteville, Washington Co Arkansas.

Mary her X Pollard.

So, to answer the question, “Who Was That Masked Man?”…he was Joseph G. Pollard, and I 
accept the premise of Bob Zimmerman that his nickname was “Hugh”.

Joseph G. & Mary Gilstrap Pollard are our grandparents through Isaac Haven & Catherine Howe 
Pollard and Evalyn Pollard Lesher. The children of Joseph G. & Mary Gilstrap Pollard were 
apparently named by a formula quite popular at the time:

 The oldest daughter was named after the mother’s mother: Lockey F. Pollard/Lockey Gilstrap 
 The oldest son was named  after the father’s father: Moses G. Pollard 
 Second daughter was named after her mother: Mary Elizabeth Pollard/Mary Gilstrap Pollard, 
 The second son was named after the mother’s father: Isaac G. Pollard/Isaac Gilstrap. 
 Youngest daughter Cordellia Carrie Pollard: not sure who she would be named after. 

It is possible therefore that Joseph G. Pollard named his first son "Moses G." after his father. 

Since Isaac G. Pollard stated in the 1900 census that his father was from Virginia, it is likely that to go 
any further back in our Pollard history we must find a "Moses (G.) Pollard" in Virginia. There is a 
Moses G. Pollard listed in the 1820 Montgomery County, Virginia census, but I have not found any 
further data about him.

Prior to that, I have located a “Joseph Pollard” who, in his 1789 will, left a portion of his wealth to his 
son, Moses Pollard. 




