Our Connection To The

Irish Republican Army!
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On her death certificate Harriet Elizabeth Allen Duffy, a paternal grandmother to the Duffie-

Woodworth clan, was listed as Duffie. That's right.....Duffie with an “ie”! The "Informant” was her
daughter Ida Ethyl Duffie Hallam. For whatever reason, she opted to
use Duffie on her mother's death certificate even though she had to
know that her mother was legally Harriet Elizabeth Duffy.

Blake Monroe Duffie was legally "Duffy”, as were all his siblings
including lda Ethyl. No surname was given on the birth registration.
The assumption was that the child’s surname was the same as the
parents. James Munroe and Harriet Elizabeth were listed as Duffy on
all the birth registrations. Therefore, their children were all legally
Duffy.

The spelling change was gradual to the point that ultimately all the
children used "Duffie", none apparently willing to face the ire of the
venerable Harriet Allen Duffy for failure to comply. | strongly suspect
that Harriet Elizabeth Allen Duffy was a force with which to be
reckoned!

We will never know for certain why the spelling was changed. We were led to believe that it was a
Catholic vs. Protestant issue, and that well may be true. Harriet Elizabeth Allen Duffy, whose funeral
service was conducted by S. Franklin Logsdon of Moody Church and others, probably had strong
Catholic vs. Protestant issues.

However, after learning that we came from County Monaghan,
Ireland, subsequent research turned up a "John Duffy" who died in
County Monaghan, Ireland, in the 1920s. He was active in the Irish
Republican Army. The obituary stated that the Duffys were known
as the "Bread Duffy Clan". Sounds to me like they put bombs in
loaves of bread!

Let's throw a little spice into our otherwise dull and depressingly
boring family history and consider the possibility that Harriet
Elizabeth Duffy would have been aware of a family connection to
the IRA. Her father-in-law, Patrick Duffy, Jr., was born in Ireland.
He would know the family from both an historical and contemporary
perspective. We have learned that we have literally thousands of
Duffy cousins in Canada and Michigan, so we can assume that the
clan continued to migrate to Canada, bringing with them news of
our IRA ancestors.

(Come to think of it, Harriet's mother-in-law, wife of Patrick Duffy, Jr., was Armina Collins. Is it
possible she is an ancestor of Michael John "Mick" Collins, the Irish revolutionary leader and director
of Intelligence for the IRA killed by the bloody Brits in 19227?)



So perhaps it is a toss up as to whether Great Grandmother Harriet Allen Duffy changed the spelling
SO as to distance her descendants from the dastardly Catholics...or to separate her grandchildren for
all generations from the Bloodthirsty Bread-Bomb Bakers Of The Notorious Bread Duffy Clan.
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